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Some Statistics

• How many HE courses are listed 
on UCAS?

• How many HE Institutions are 
there?

• In 2008, how many people 
applied to study in HE?

• How many got places?

• Over 50,000

• More than 300

• 588,689

• 456,627
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Why choose Higher Education?

• Improve career prospects
• Earn more money – average graduate 

starting salary is approximately £24,500*
• Transferable skills
• Have a good time!

*Association of Graduate Recruiters, 2008
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Choosing the right course

• Familiar subject?
• New subject?
• Vocational or non-vocational?
• Level of qualification?
• *What are the entry requirements*?
• What are the career prospects?
• Assessment methods
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Which university?

• Home or away?
• Traditional or more modern?
• City or rural?
• Campus or non-campus based?
• Accommodation – halls of residence or 

private housing?
• Academic resources?
• Sports facilities?
• Nightlife?
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Most popular courses

Top 10 most popular courses in 2008 
(Source: UCAS)
Law Psychology

English Social Work

Nursing Design Studies

Medicine Teacher Training

Business/Management Studies   Computer Science
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Check contracts 
for payment 
details etc

Live at home

Private house or 
University owned?

Student Houses

Student Village or
smaller unit

Halls of Residence

Accommodation 
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£9 for a single choice

£19 for 5 choices
Sends your one
application to 

all your choices

Central agency which 
deals with nearly 
all applications

Universities and 
Colleges 

Admissions Service

UCAS
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The UCAS Tariff
A Level Grade A 120 pts

Grade B 100 pts

Grade D 60 pts

Grade E 40 pts

BTEC Diploma DDD 360 pts

MMM 240 pts

PPP 120 pts

Many other qualifications and grades – see UCAS website or back of UoH 
prospectus
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Timeline

When? What?
Year 12 Research, research, research

September Year 13 Apply

October Oxbridge, Medicine, Dentistry and Vet Science

January UCAS Deadline/internal school deadline

Open ended Interviews and offers

February - June UCAS Extra

August Results

August Clearing

September/October Enrol at University 
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Your Choices

• Be sure of what you want to study
• Be realistic

- don’t price yourself out of the market 
- but……don’t underestimate yourself either

• Remember 5 courses, not 5 HEIs
• Use the UCAS Website – www.ucas.com 
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Sources of Student Finance

Parents/Carers

Disabled Student 
Allowance

Gap year work Scholarships

Sponsorship

Access to Learning
Fund

Loans, grants, 
bursaries

Sources of Student 
Finance
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How to find out more….

• Careers advisor/tutor at school/college
• Careers library
• Connexions staff
• Guides – UCAS, Potter etc
• University of choice/local university/HE and Careers Fairs
• www.ucas.com (lots of information about everything)
• www.studentfinance.direct.gov.uk (financial support for HE 

students – Student Finance England)
• www.uniaid.org.uk (a student charity helping you with 

student finance)

http://www.ucas.com/�
http://www.studentfinance.direct.gov.uk/�
http://www.uniaid.org.uk/�
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Gillian Peers
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The application process from 
the College perspective

• Application form

• Student’s passport to a place in HE

• Personal Statements

• Plagiarism

• Time spent with individual students

• Final decision is with the student

• Need to be doing their research now
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• Tutors check draft forms regularly
• Once the draft form is perfect, students will 

submit the form to their Tutor
• Tutors will then write the reference
• The internal deadline for the completed form 

will be Monday, 1st November 2010
• Students have only ONE application to 

complete (800+ in college to process)
• NB:  At the busiest time, internal process 

could take up to two weeks

• Internal college procedures
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• October 1st CUKAS

• October 15th Oxbridge, Medicine,
Dentistry and Vet Science

• January 15th All other applications

• January 15th/March 24th Art and Design degree courses

NB:  Christmas vacation

UCAS deadline for entry in 2010:
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Admissions Tests
National Tests

• UKCAT – medicine, dentistry at 21 universities 
• BMAT – medicine, vet science at 5 universities
• LNAT – law at 9 universities

• There are also other tests set by certain courses 
at certain universities – students must check
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Financial Support for 
Students Entering HE

in 2010

Sue Creamer
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What support is available?

£ Tuition Fee Loan;

£ Maintenance Loan;

£ Maintenance Grant;

£ Extra support if a student has special 

circumstances
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Tuition Fee Loan

To help with the cost of tuition fees to a maximum of £3,290:

• Available to all eligible students

• Not based on household income

• Paid by Student Finance England direct to university or 

college

• Repayable when the student has  finished the course, and 

• the student  must apply every year

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Tuition Fee Loan is not means-tested.  The amount students can receive does not depend on their household income. 
 
This loan is available to all eligible students. 

The maximum Tuition Fee Loan for the 2010/2011 academic year is £3,290.  This is the maximum amount that publicly funded institutions can charge.  If, however, a student’s course is provided by a private institution this amount may differ, as the fees charged by private institutions are not regulated.

Students may only borrow up to the maximum charged by their institution.  If a private institution sets its fees higher than this amount, students will need to fund the difference themselves and this amount may be requested before they start their course.  The amount charged and the amount of Tuition Fee Loan available does increase every year with inflation.

It is not compulsory to take out the Tuition Fee Loan or to take the full amount available.  However, if a student decides that they do not want this loan, they must have some other way of paying their fees.  If they chose not to apply initially but change their mind later, they can still apply up to 9 months after the first day of their course.

If a student indicates that they wish to take out the full Tuition Fee Loan, they don’t need to do anything else.  Their tuition fees will be paid directly to their place of study by Student Finance England in two instalments.  This will be done once an institution has confirmed the student’s attendance on the course.
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Maintenance Loan
To help with living costs - entitlement depends on:

• Household income (72% not dependent on household 

income, 28% dependent on household income)

• Where the student  lives whilst studying 

• Year of course

• Repayable when the students finishes or leaves the 

course; and the student must 

• Apply every year

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Maintenance Loan is available to all eligible students to help with living costs such as accommodation, books, food, clothing and travel.

It is not compulsory to take out the Maintenance Loan, however if a student does want it, they should apply on the main application form.

The Maintenance Loan is paid directly into the student’s bank account in three instalments (one each term).  Students must have registered on their course in order for the payment to be made and have a valid bank or building society account.

The amount students are eligible for depends on their individual circumstances. The amount available is affected by where students live when they are studying, the year of their course and their household income (if they apply for the means tested part of the loan)

The non means-tested element of the Maintenance Loan is not dependent on household income.  It is available to all eligible students and makes up 72% of the maximum loan available. The amount students will be entitled to is dependent on where they live while studying and what year of the course they are on.

If a student decides to apply for this element of the Maintenance Loan only, the application process is simple and does not require declaration of household income. 

Use the Quick Start Guide in the Practitioners’ Pack for more information.
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Maintenance Loan: Non-Means Tested Element

Full-Year Student Non Means-Tested 
Loan Available

Parental Home £2,763

Elsewhere £3,564

London £4,988

Overseas £4,244

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This table shows the 72% of the loan available to all eligible students. The figures are for students entering Higher Education in 2009/2010

As mentioned previously, the amount students receive is dependent on their place of study.

Living in the parental home and attending a local University or College is seen as a potentially lower cost option and the loan is reduced accordingly.

At the other end of the scale living and studying in London attracts a London-weighting to the loan due to the higher cost of living in that city. 

Each student would be best advised to check the cost of such things as accommodation with their individual choice of University.

In the final year of a course the student will receive a reduced amount of loan, but again dependent on location, because the summer holiday allowance built in to the rates shown in the table is removed based on the fact that the student will have graduated.

Students enrolled on a Higher Education course at a UK university or college who are studying abroad for at least 50% of an academic quarter (normally equivalent to a term) as part of their course may be eligible for the overseas rate of loan. 
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• 28% of maximum loan available

• Based on Household Income

• Entitlement also depends on where students live 
while they are studying and year of study

• Parents need to declare their income to access these 
funds

Maintenance Loan: Means-Tested Element

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The means-tested element of the Maintenance Loan makes up the remaining 28% of the maximum amount available.

It is based on household income (that is, income from all sources minus allowable expenses) and requires sponsors to declare their income at the point of application for student finance.  They will also be asked to prove this income by supplying P60s, company accounts, bank statements, etc.

A financial assessment will be performed on the amounts declared to calculate the student’s entitlement. 

As is the case with the non means-tested element, the means-tested element also depends on where students live while they are studying and the year of the course that they are on.
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Full-Year 
Student

Non Means-
Tested Loan

Means-
Tested 
Loan

Total 
Loan

Parental 
Home

£2,763 £1,075 £3,838

Elsewhere £3,564 £1,386 £4,950

London £4,988 £1,940 £6,928
Overseas £4,244 £1,651 £5,895

Maintenance Loan

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide details the maximum amounts available to students who apply for both the non means-tested and means-tested parts of the Maintenance Loan.  The higher the household income declared, the lower the amount of means-tested loan available. 

To recap – the non means-tested loan is the 72% available to all eligible students.

The means-tested loan (shown in red) is the 28% which is dependent on household income.  The amounts shown in this column are the maximums available and will decrease the higher the income.

The final column is the maximum loan available when combining the two elements.

Please note that if a course is longer than 30 weeks and 3 days in length (excluding the Christmas, Easter and Summer vacations) students will be entitled to extra maintenance loan payments for each additional week they are in attendance.

Students studying for 45 weeks or more in any 52 week period are treated as if they are studying for the full 52 weeks and their extra weeks’ loan is calculated accordingly.

Students don’t need to take any additional action, or submit an additional application, to receive these extra payments.
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Repayment facts

• Interest is charged from when loans are taken out 

until they are repaid in full

• Repayment begins the April after the student finishes 

or leaves the course (as long as earnings are above 

£1,250 a month or £15,000 a year)

• Repaid through tax system

• Any outstanding balance written off by government 

after 25 years

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Interest will accrue on the amount students have borrowed from the date they receive their first loan installment, or when the payment is made to their college or university on their behalf, until the outstanding amount, including any interest accrued, has been repaid in full.

Student loans are not the same as commercial loans. The interest rate charged is set so that what the student repays will be worth broadly the same, in real terms, as what they borrowed. Interest rates are set on 1 September each year. 

Students will not start repaying their loans until the April following the year of graduation and even then only if they are earning above £1,250 before tax per month (equivalent to £15,000 gross per year).

The loans are repaid through the tax system and are deducted at source by the employer. The student does not have to do anything as the deduction will show on their salary slip when they reach the threshold. If the student wants to, they can make lump-sum repayments against their loan at any point either during or at the end of their course.

If the student has not fully repaid the loan within 25 years of when their liability to repay the loan has begun (the April after graduation), the Government will write off the debt.
Loans that the student takes out during their Higher Education must be repaid at the end of their course.
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Loan repayment
Income each 
year before tax

Monthly salary Approximate 
monthly 
repayment

up to £15,000 Below £1,250 0
£16,000 £1,333 £7
£18,000 £1,500 £22
£21,000 £1,750 £45
£24,000 £2,000 £67
£27,000 £2,250 £90
£30,000 £2,500 £112

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide illustrates typical loan repayments. 

The length of time it would take to pay back the total student loan depends on the amount borrowed, any special repayment terms (ie lump sum repayment) and the earnings of the student.
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Maintenance Grant

To assist students from lower and middle income 
backgrounds:

£ Non-repayable

£ Amount depends on your household income

£ Will reduce the amount of Maintenance Loan a student 

can get

£ Maximum £2,906

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The maximum Maintenance Grant available for students entering higher education in Autumn 2010 is £2,906.

There is no need for a student to complete any separate application for the Maintenance Grant.  Provided a student is eligible for Student Finance, their sponsors have declared their income, and this income is under the threshold, the correct proportion of the grant will be automatically allocated to them.

A student’s Maintenance Grant entitlement is based on household income and requires sponsors to declare their income.  They will also be asked to prove this income by supplying P60s, company accounts, bank statements, etc.  A financial assessment will be performed on the amounts declared to calculate the student’s entitlement. 

If a student qualifies for the Maintenance Grant, their loan entitlement will be reduced by £0.50 for every £1 of Maintenance Grant received.  E.g. If a student receives the full Maintenance Grant of £2,906 then their Maintenance loan will be reduced by £1,453
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£ University and college bursaries

£ Support for part-time courses

£ Extra help for students in special circumstances, 

for example students with a disability or with 

dependants

£ Certain courses attract their own funding, for 

example NHS and Social Work courses

Other support

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bursaries:
The mandatory bursary for students who receive the full Maintenance Grant is £329;  Students being charged the maximum tuition fee by their university/college who are eligible for the maximum Maintenance Grant or Special Support Grant will be entitled to the mandatory bursary.  However the amount a student gets can vary considerably – some HEIs will pay much more and may pay a bursary to students who do not receive the maximum grant.  Students are advised to check out bursary information using the Student Finance Calculator at www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinancecalculator to find out what is available
Part-time:
Students on a part-time course may be eligible for a Fee Grant to help with their tuition fees and a Course Grant to help with other course related costs.
Targeted support for students in special circumstances:
Students with a disability, mental health condition or specific learning difficulty may be eligible for extra help through Disabled Students’ Allowances (DSAs)
Students with one or more dependent children may be eligible for Parents’ Learning Allowance & Childcare Grant
Students with a financially dependent adult may be eligible for Adult Dependants’ Grant
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How does it all add up?
Annually Monthly Weekly 

Single person 
age 18-24 £2,493.40 £207.78 £47.95

• These figures are based on what the government 
believes is the very minimum required to live on in the 
UK

• This includes money for food, toiletries, clothing and 
other items and utilities, but not rent
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How does it all add up?
Annually Monthly Weekly 

Single person 
age 18-24 £2 493.40 £207.78 £47.95

• These figures are the bare minimum amounts needed to 
cover essential costs

• For example, they do not allow for the cost of going out 

• These also do not include costs for books and course 
materials.
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Accommodation costs - Leeds
Accommodation Contract 

period
(weeks)

Estimated 
cost per 
session

Estimated 
cost per 

week

Catered 
(not en suite)

39 £3900 £100

Self-catering
(not en suite)

42 £3150 £75

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Figures from older accommodation about 2-3 miles from Leeds campus
Not luxurious
Three 10 week terms at Leeds – other universities may have longer terms
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• For catered accommodation plus basic living 
cost  requires about £6300
– Plus variable travel expenses- £300?
– Plus ‘going out’ expenses- £20 per week?? = 

£600 

• This comes to about £7200

• If on full maintenance grant, income is £6,403 
leaving a shortfall of about £800 per year

If you receive full maintenance grant

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Assuming mid range catered standard (non en suite) accommodation in university halls
Low travel expenses assumed if living outside London and not too far from your university

Going out expenses assume a modest spend once a week33
Estimate does not include buying books or other necessary items
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Other sources of income

• Savings
• Interest free overdraft
• Sponsorship
• Sandwich courses
• Part time work/holiday work
• European travel subsidies
• Parents

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students do not get income support or dole in the holidays
they live off their parents or get a temporary job
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How to apply?
£ Students can use the student finance calculator to work out 

how much they can get

£ Simple application process online at 

www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance

£ Apply as early as possible – it is not necessary to have a 

confirmed place at this stage

£ Student Finance England will assess the application and 

let the student know what you can get

£ Students can track their application online

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students should apply for student finance as soon as possible. They don’t have to wait until they have a confirmed place, just use their preferred course (or their first choice course on their UCAS application) and let Student Finance England know if it changes later. 
Based on their individual circumstances, students can use the ‘Student Finance Calculator’ at www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance to work out what is available.
Then, the quickest and easiest way to apply is online. Paper applications are also available
Students can manage their student finance account online, even if they apply on paper.
When applying, SFE may ask students to provide evidence to support their application. Their parents or partner may also have to supply information and evidence of their total household income.
After a student’s application has been assessed, Student Finance England will write to the student with details of their entitlement to grants and loans.  Students are advised to take this correspondence to show to their university/college when they enrole.
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For more information on 

student finance please visit

www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance

You can follow Student Finance England on
facebook.com/SFEngland
twitter.com/SF_England
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Any questions?
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