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Dear all, 
 
I hope everything is continuing to go well for all students. 
 
Recent weather has been exceptionally wet.  Can I ask that students take extra care on the footpaths 
surrounding the campus and in corridors inside our buildings, as these can sometimes be slippery.   
 
 
Here are this week’s messages: 
 
 
Sustainability week: 27 November  - 1 December 2023 
 
I am very pleased to report that Greenhead College’s first sustainability week will be running on the above 
dates. The following events will be taking place: 
 

• Monday, 27 November, 12.35-13.35 in R20 (Rostron building) 
 
Collecting in clean clothes for the clothes swap event on Friday, 1 December. 
 

• Tuesday, 28 November, 12.40-13.30 in H23 (Hirst building) 
 
‘B Corps: Brands with a Meaningful Impact’.  A face-to-face talk by Richard Sharp, Co-founder and Creative 
Director of the Sharp Agency.   
 

• Tuesday, 28 November, 12.40-13.30 in R7 (Rostron building) 
 
‘Renewable Energy for a Sustainable and Prosperous World - Positive Lessons from Africa’.  An online talk 
delivered live from Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania.  The speaker will be Francis Kibhisa, Managing Director of 
Rex Energy Tanzania. 
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• Wednesday 29 November, all day 
 
Twenty students who responded to last week's email will be spending a day doing practical conservation 
work with River Holme Connections.  We hope this will be the first of many local conservation activities, so 
please look out for future opportunities. 
 

• Thursday, 30 November, break until lunchtime, first floor Hirst building 
 
The Environmental Action Group will be running a bake sale in aid of Friends of the Earth from break until 
lunchtime on the first floor of the Hirst building.  The charity is working hard to lobby the UK Government to 
take more definitive action on climate change. 
 

• Thursday, 30 November, 12.40-13.30 in H23  
 
‘Financing Your Future: Sustainability at Aviva’.  An online talk by Henrietta Stock, Senior Sustainability 
Manager – Carbon Accounting and Removals, Aviva.  
 

• Friday 1 December, 11.00 - 13.00 in the Main Hall (Hirst building)  
 
‘Who Ya Gonna Call?’  An entertaining, interactive one person show on climate change.   The performance 
is for invited English, Theatre Studies and Film Studies students.  If you have study periods during both 
period 3 and 4 and would like to attend, please complete this form.  20 places are available on a first come, 
first served basis).  
 

• Friday, 1 December, 12.00-13.55 in R20 
 
Clothes swap event.  
 
Additionally, the following activities will be taking place throughout the week: 
 

• A short presentation in A1 tutorial regarding the College's sustainability strategy, COP28 and why 
individual action matters.  If you have any questions please feed them back to your tutor rep. 

 

• A book swap will be taking place in the Library all week.  Bring in books you've read and don't want 
to keep and choose something new to read. 

 
Should students have any questions about these activities, please email Stuart Strathdee 
(strathdee@greenhead.ac.uk)  
 
 
Upcoming events this term 
 
Can I take this opportunity to alert students to two important dates coming up later this term: 
 

• Charity day – Thursday, 7 December 
 
Our annual charity day will be taking place on the above date.  This year, the GCSA’s chosen charity is 
Project Youth Cancer, a very worthy cause for which we are hoping to raise a large amount of money.     
 
You can read more about the charity here. 
 
There will be a range of activities taking place during the day.  As many of you will be aware, students are 
encouraged to come to College in fancy dress on this day.   
 
 
 
 

https://forms.office.com/e/DaaRk89Wy0
mailto:strathdee@greenhead.ac.uk
https://projectyouthcancer.org/
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However, there are a few important ‘ground rules’ for the wearing of fancy dress: 
 

• Students must still wear their College ID card and lanyard during the day 

• Outfits must not be too revealing 

• Outfits must also be in keeping with the College’s key principles, specifically: 
 
‘Create an inclusive, welcoming and safe space’,  
‘A sense of community amongst both staff and students’ and  
‘Mutual respect between all College staff and students’.   
 

In other words, please do not wear anything that is liable to cause offence to other groups of students and 
staff.   
 

• College closure – Friday, 8 December 
 
As per our calendar, published at the start of term, can I remind students and parents/carers that the 
College will be closed on the above date for a staff training day.   
 

• Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols – Tuesday 19 December 
 
We will be holding our annual Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols on the above date at 7.30 pm.  This will 
be taking place at Holy Trinity Church, Trinity Street, Huddersfield.  This will be an opportunity for our Music 
students to come together in the choir and brass ensemble and provide an evening of traditional festive 
cheer.   
  
Admission to the service is free of charge and you do not require a ticket to attend.  However, it may be a 
good idea to arrive in good time to allow for parking and to get a good vantage point for the performance. 
The service usually lasts for approximately one hour. We will be holding a retiring collection in aid of 
Kirkwood Hospice. 
 
Please feel free to bring friends and family along to this event to support our students.  We look forward to 
welcoming you to Holy Trinity Church.  
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A1 Tutorials: CV Writing Workshops and ‘Step Into Your Future Week’ 
 
As part of our Tutorial programme, our A1 students are currently looking at ways to develop their 
employability skills, starting to explore possible future careers and discussing options at 18.  As part of this, 
students will be requested to write a CV and upload it to Moodle.   
 
Full support will be given in Tutorial but there will also be further guidance and resources available, 
including workshops led by our C+K Career Advisors.  These will be held in College w/c 27 November and 
we encourage students to attend. 
 
Students are also learning about their options for our ‘Step Into Your Future Week’ which will take place 24-
28 June 2024.  This is one of a number of career related opportunities available to our students whilst at 
Greenhead College.  During this week, students will take part in either a programme of specific career 
focused activities organised by College or arrange to carry out their own work placement.   
 
Further information is available on Moodle.  Please click here for the key points sheet that students will 
receive in tutorials.  
 

 
 
 
Academic Skills Weekly Top Tip 
 
This week’s top tip concerns procrastination. 
 
Are you a student who procrastinates?  Procrastination is the act of delaying or putting off tasks until the 
last minute. Research shows that this is a widespread issue amongst students, as between 80% and 95% 
procrastinate. (Innerdrive, 2022.)  
 
What can be done to overcome procrastination?   
 

Reward your actions immediately - only eat your favourite snack when you are working on that 
homework you have been putting off or only listen to your favourite song after writing the first paragraph of 
a piece of work.   
 
Make the consequences of procrastinating immediate - arrange to work with a study buddy.  You are 
unlikely to be late because that would mean letting them down. 
  

file:///C:/Users/cbarnes/Greenhead%20College/GC%20PaWS%20-%20Documents/General/2024/Tutorial%20Application%20Info/Key%20Points%20Handout.pdf
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Think ahead and plan ways to make it easy to focus - delete games on your phone that might be a 
distraction or plan to work in the College Library rather than going home to your bedroom where you are 
more likely to feel sleepy (especially in November!)  
 
Make the tasks you do achievable - break down big pieces of work into manageable smaller tasks so 
they are less overwhelming. 
 
We recommend the 3-minute rule – start a task you have been putting off and just do three minutes on it. 
How will this help?  Even if the task is incomplete after three minutes, beginning a task will make you feel 
less intimidated by it and research shows that the three minutes can quickly turn into 10 minutes and then 
to 30 minutes and, eventually, the task will be complete.  
 
This way, instead of focusing on how much you are dreading a task, you can focus on the ‘doing’ part of the 
task. (Innerdrive, 2022.)  
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Swimming success 
 
Our congratulations go to Rory Bryant, Daniel Jackson, Oliver Winter and Fin McNicholas, who 
represented Greenhead College by competing in the ESSA Secondary Team championships at the 
Sandwell Aquatic Centre in Birmingham last Saturday. 
 
Rory, Daniel, Oliver and Fin were the fastest qualifiers, winning the Yorkshire qualification round.  Their 
performance placed them 16th and 17th fastest for the national final, out of 162 school teams which took 
part.  In the medley relay race, they further improved their performance and later swam personal best times 
in the freestyle relay.  Our four students were in the top eight in the country in both events, excelling by 
showing great resilience, commitment and sportsmanship.   
 
Well done to all four students for demonstrating exceptional behaviour and being such amazing role models 
for the College!  
 

   
 
 
Sports fixtures update 
 
Here are the results for this week: 
 
Basketball  

• 53-51 win against Wyke Sixth Form College. 
 
Rugby  

• Our team lost 22-36 against Huddersfield Giants.  
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Women’s Hockey  

• 4-0 win against Queen Ethelberga’s College. 
 
Football 

• 4-2 win against Thomas Rotherham College (first team) 

• 2-2 draw against Kirklees College (second team) 

• Our team lost 3-2 to New College Pontefract (third team). 
 
 
Women’s Volleyball  
 

• Our team lost out on goal difference to Notre Dame Catholic Sixth Form College to represent the 
region in the AOC finals. 

 
Netball 

• 21-12 win against Elliott Hudson College. 
 
Well done to all students who took part in these fixtures! 
 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Simon Lett,  
Principal  


