
Preparation for an Open
Day

Open Days are a fantastic way to get a feel
for a university and the town/city
To get the best out of them it is best to plan
your visit carefully
So here are some top tips



Some top tips
for a successful
visitS

1. Book your place in advance:  If you have any specific requirements for access,
resources etc this is when you let the University know. If possible, try to avoid visits on
consecutive days - Information overload!  

3.  Arrange to go with somebody: It is always useful to have a parent, guardian  or a
friend with you. They may open your eyes to aspects of the campus and course that you may
not have considered and have questions of their own.  

4. Plan your travel. Where will you park? Train tickets are cheaper bought in advance and if
you are planning a few journeys, it might be worth considering a 16-25 Railcard. Some
Universities will re-imburse travel costs for targeted students eg underrepresented groups.

5. Plan your day: See what tours, talks and taster sessions you might like to attend. Book in
advance if possible.  

6. Write down questions you might want to ask and take notes and photos: By taking
notes and photos, you can use these when you are comparing your university choices.  

8. Wear comfortable shoes and take an umbrella or waterproofs as you will do a lot of
walking around the campus. 



SOME IDEAS OF THINGS TO ASK
ACADEMIC AND ADMISSIONS STAFF

How is the course taught? lectures, seminars,
independent study and lab time
How much is face to face?
Is there a lot of group work?
How likely am I to get my preferred options for
modules?
What do students go on to do after graduation?
Are there opportunities for a year abroad or in
industry?
Will I have an academic progression tutor?
Will there be interviews and what will they be like?
What do you like to see on a good Personal Statement?



Examples of things you might like to ask the student ambassadors

What clubs and
societies can I join?

Did you live in student
halls and how easy is it
to find accommodation

in your second year?

What is support like
from your course

tutors?

Is it worth bringing my
car to campus?

How easy is it to find a
part time job?

What is the
nightlife/social life

like?

What are the sports
facilities and activities

like?

What do you like most
about studying at………?



Examples of things you might
like to ask the accommodation
reps

What accommodation options are there for first years
and how much are they?
How and when can I apply?
Will I get my first choice of Hall?
Is there an option to request a place in quieter Halls?
How much of the accommodation is fully accessible?
Can I leave my stuff in Halls during the holidays?
How safe are the Halls and areas surrounding them?
Is there any transport put on from the Halls to
University?

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.

https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/2271174
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Examples of things you might like to
ask SEN and Disability Support
Services

How do I access Disabilty Sevices?
What supporting evidence of my condition will I need?
Will I have to have another assessment?
What access arrangements will be put in place?
Will I have access to appropriate resources, eg  coloured paper?
Can I get resources in advance of lectures and tutorials?
Are there any support groups?
Will I be invited to come for a transition weekend or “orientation”
week?
Will I get help with assistive technology?
Will Academic staff be aware of my support needs?
Will I get help with getting around campus?
Can I get help if I am not diagnosed but am on a diagnostic pathway?



Getting Home
Make some notes about what you liked and what you didn't like about the;

Course
University
City/Town/Location
Support
Student Experience
Accommodation
Facilities

This will all help you to make decisions when you are ready to choose your 5. You will probably
have visited quite a few so these notes will help you when it is time to choose your 5. It may
lead to further questions that you can email the Admissions Department at the University
about.



Enjoy your day
R e m e m b e r  t o  g o  w i t h  a n  o p e n  m i n d .


