
 

Resitting A Levels – A Guide 

 

 

Can I resit exams at Greenhead? 

Due to logistical pressures, the College is unable to allow previous students to resit exams here. 

If you are looking to re-take the exams for a particular qualification, you will need to register as a ‘private 

candidate’ at another school or college. They will charge a fee to allow you to do so, usually the full entry 

fee plus any administrative costs. 

Finding an exam centre 

You can try contacting local schools or college in the first instance, but please be aware that many centres 

do not accept private candidates. The best approach is to make use of the JCQ’s Private Candidates page, 

which allows you to search for centres; 

https://www.jcq.org.uk/private-candidates/page/2/  

To find a centre, complete the details including your postcode, the qualification type (A Levels class as 

GCEs) and the awarding body. An example is shown below; 

 

 

 

The details for each centre will be provided, allowing you to contact them. They will then be able to advise 

you on costs, deadlines and the process to follow. Please be aware that centres are not necessarily able to 

accommodate students for all qualifications.  

 

 

https://www.jcq.org.uk/private-candidates/page/2/


 

FAQs 

Why can’t I re-take my exams at Greenhead? 

Due to high numbers of students already taking exams each summer, we do not have the capacity to 

accommodate any previous students.  

When do I need to register with a centre? 

We would strongly recommend contacting potential centres as early as possible, once you have decided 

that you would like to re-take a qualification. Each centre will set their own internal deadlines. The exam 

boards’ external deadline tends to be the 21st February each year, so any internal deadlines will be 

significantly earlier than this date. 

The JCQ’s search tool will be updated throughout the academic year, but the same centres tend to be open 

to private candidates each year. 

How much will it cost? 

Each centre will set its own cost, which may vary from qualification to qualification. The basic entry fee 

(which the centre pays to the exam board) is usually between £100 and £130, with administrative costs 

being added on top of this. 

Will I have to re-do any coursework or NEA?  

You should be able to ‘carry forward’ coursework/NEA, meaning you won’t have to do it again. The school 

or college where you are re-taking the exams will need your UCI number, which you’ll be able to get from 

your certificates or by contacting Greenhead’s Exams Office. 

I’m making an application through UCAS – how does this work now that I have left College? 

Guidance on predicted grades and the other support available to former students can be found in the 

College’s Predicted Grades Policy. 

I still have questions about the private candidate process – who can I contact? 

Please contact exams@greenhead.ac.uk  

https://www.greenhead.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Predicted-Grades-Policy-FINAL-1.pdf
mailto:exams@greenhead.ac.uk

