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Welcome back everyone, it
was great to see all of our
students refreshed and
full of energy this week. 



General A1 A2 Academic Skills Careers Enrichment Key Dates

Principal Update:

A small number of parents have challenged the decision to close the
College early on Thursday afternoon and also on Friday. On Thursday
evening we had a large scale Higher Education event that involved many
external stakeholders and lots of staff from the College in terms of
delivery. Due to the forecasted change in weather we had to allow staff and
students plenty of time to get home so that they could set up their online
lesson. We also have a significant number of staff and students who travel
a long distance to get to the College and my priority was to make sure that
they got home safely. I am pleased to say that this was achieved. Today's
closure is because of the forecasted heavy snowfall that was due
overnight, which occurred to many places in our locality. Again, I had to
put safety of staff and students first. As you will know all lessons and
tutotials moved to online. I fully appreciate that this is not ideal, and as I
said in my message yesterday the safety of our College community was
the priority. I expect that the College will be open as normal on Monday,
but I will message all students through Teams later afternoon on Sunday.

This term is an important one for both year groups. A2 students have their
mock exams at the end of this month and A1 students have their A1
Progress Assessments in April and it is really important that your
preparations (if they haven't already started) start now. Students often
experience stress during such key assessments, and a lot of the time it
comes from leaving their preparations to last minute, although this is not
always the case.

Have your contact details changed? 

If your contact details have changed, please update them via CEDAR so

you continue to receive communications from College.
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I urge all students to access all appropriate subject support sessions,
mentoring support, academic skills support (which can be arranged
through your Tutor) and to utilise your study periods effectively. The
College invested a huge amount of money last summer to provide
students with dedicated study spaces, so that they have dedicated spaces
that they can use when they are not in lessons. Students that access these
spaces really do appreciate them and tell me that they make a real
difference in helping them to work in an academic environment.

Next Friday is A1 subject monitoring, which means that our A1 students
will have a 15 minute meeting with each of their teachers to review their
progress to date, and to advise students on what they can do in the
coming weeks and months to improve their performance. Students must
prepare fully for these meetings and ask for any additional help or support
that they need, so that we can put it in place in a timely manner and
support them, leading up to not only their mock exams but also their
external exams in the summer. Students should come to College next
Friday with the mind set of it being a full college day. When they are not in
monitoring meetings with their teachers, they should be completing any
outstanding homework, revising, completing practice exam questions or
organising their notes to put them in a format that will support their
preparations. It is not a day off and should be treated as such.

A2 assemblies take place next week, and all students must attend. Matt
Darlington, our Exams Manager will be talking students through exam
regulations for both the mock exams and their external summer exams,
and either the Principal or one of the Vice Principals will be providing
students with advice on academic skills preparations.

The next few months are going to be very busy and we want all of our
students to enjoy their studies. It really is important that students reach
out for any help or support that they need, from their teachers, tutors,
Additional Learning Support team, counsellors and the safeguarding team
during these months, please do not worry on your own. 
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Filming Using Mobile Phones or Other Electronic
Devices While in College:

Please can I remind all students of the expectations that our College is a
safe place where we respect one another and follow the rules that help
keep us safe. We have recently dealt with reports of filming of others, in
social areas and in classrooms. Please be clear this is not acceptable and
no one should film or record other students or staff while in College
without formal authorisation from CLT.

These issues can cause distress, and the behaviour is unacceptable. 
 
Any student found filming or recording others will be referred to a member
of CLT under the College disciplinary rules. 

World Challenge Ecuador 2027 - Incredible opportunity
for your child to experience South America:

In July 2027, when the current first year students have completed their 
A Levels, a group of Greenhead College students will visit Ecuador with
student expedition specialists World Challenge. 

This is a life-changing opportunity for students to explore Ecuador with
expert guides, while developing their life skills, confidence and
independence. We’re partnering with World Challenge to offer this 13-night
trip, which complements school learning. Here is a short video to give you
a feel for what World Challenge is all about!
 
A few places are still available, so please visit our trip webpage for the
sign-up link, itinerary, travel dates, Covid-secure booking terms and trip
cost. 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAG5nriK7t4/Xhw7BEyI-7cCJZVv0ltzXg/watch?utm_content=DAG5nriK7t4&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h8bf3573666
https://weareworldchallenge.com/trips/e7v5snd/


Twenty-eight Greenhead College Computer Science students recently
stepped into the world of higher education with an immersive visit to
Bradford University, discovering what life on a Games Development or
Computer Science degree is truly like. From industry-standard motion
capture suits to hands-on cybersecurity challenges, students engaged
with cutting-edge technology and teaching opportunities rarely seen on a
typical taster day.
 
Highlights included bringing digital characters to life using real motion
capture equipment and exploring how cyber vulnerabilities are identified
and exploited — all under the guidance of passionate university staff
whose enthusiasm left a lasting impression. Students came away
inspired, impressed by the scale of facilities available, and with a clearer
vision of possible future career pathways in the digital sector.
 
The visit perfectly reflects Greenhead’s commitment to experiential
learning and its dedication to supporting students as they take their next
steps beyond the classroom.
 
Read the full story on the Greenhead College website at greenhead.ac.uk.

Greenhead Computer Science students go behind the
scenes at Bradford University:
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Thank you to all our former Greenhead College alumni who joined us for
the Awards and Reunion Evening 2025. It was a pleasure to welcome them
back and celebrate their achievements and shared memories. We extend
special thanks to alumna Nia Deo for her inspiring and motivational talk,
as well as to the Mayor and our generous sponsors for making the evening
so memorable. Their support and presence truly enriched the celebration.

To relive the highlights, click to view event photos and read the full story.
Awards and Reunion Evening 2025 Celebrates Achievement and
Community at Greenhead College - Greenhead College

For alumni wishing to stay connected, please complete the 
Alumni Sign-Up Form to join our Alumni Network, where updates on future
events, opportunities, and College news will be shared.

Awards and Reunion Evening 2025:
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I wanted to express a heartfelt thank you to you, your staff, your students,
and everyone who contributed so generously to our collection bins this
year. Your support has made a remarkable difference. We truly couldn’t do
what we do without people like you, and we’re deeply grateful for your
continued kindness and partnership.

Jess Johnstone - Operations Manager

A message from The Welcome Centre:

https://www.greenhead.ac.uk/awards-and-reunion-evening-2025-celebrates-achievement-and-community-at-greenhead-college
https://www.greenhead.ac.uk/student-life/alumni-community/alumni-sign-up-form


Thank you to our incredible students and staff for supporting the PDAP
Wishing Tree Appeal in November / December 2025. Your kindness and
generosity have brought joy to people who need it most. We are truly proud
to be part of such a caring community.

PDAP Wishing Tree Appeal - December 2025:
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Volunteering:

 Volunteering is a great way to develop your employability skills and can
also count as an enrichment. Visit the GVS page on Moodle for further
information and opportunities. If you Volunteered in Term 1, please
remember to hand in your Term 1 timesheet to the ‘Step Into’ office (back
of M9 study room) asap or scan it to: volunteer@greenhead.ac.uk. If you
are continuing with your volunteering this term, you do not need to re-
enrol and this will also count as your enrichment activity. However, please
ensure you inform Claire Barnes/Sophie Jagatia, as well as your
volunteering placement, if you will not be continuing with your
volunteering this term and you have finished your placement. 

https://moodle.greenhead.ac.uk/login/index.php


Monitoring for A1 students will take place on Friday 16 (A to K surnames)
and Friday 23 January (L to Z surnames). 
 
Teachers will set A2 students work to complete from home over the two
days. A1 students should come into College for their appointments. 
 
Monitoring is a key part of what we do at Greenhead College, a positive two-
way conversation between student and teacher to:

raise a student’s confidence and self-esteem
reflect on their progress to date and attitude to learning
discuss specifically what is going well / what could be improved and
set targets
explore the student’s approach to independent study
give a student the opportunity to identify any further support they need
give an accurate picture of the grade that a student’s current approach
to work is leading to.

 
Students will be given two grades for each of their subjects as part of the
monitoring process. 

A letter grade which represents the grade their teacher expects them to
achieve at the end of Year 13 if they continue to work as they are
working
An ATL (attitude to learning) grade which represents a students’
approach to their studies, where 1 is exceptional and 4 is poor /
unsatisfactory.

A1 monitoring:
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The application form is now open from 6-16 January on the ‘Step Into’ page
on Moodle.  All A1 students must complete this, even if you are arranging
your own work placement. Step into your Future Week takes place from
Monday 22 to Friday 26 June 2026. The aim of the week is to provide
students with the chance to explore a potential career path in more depth,
find out the next steps required in order to progress towards that career
and develop employability skills. Students will be able to participate in
either a timetabled week of College organised activities, or to arrange their
own work experience placement. Please note, the application form is not
done on a 'first come, first served' basis, so take your time to consider your
options and complete the application form carefully. Please see Claire or
Sophie in the Step into Office at the back of M9 if you have any queries. 

‘Step Into Your Future’ Week Application Form:
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UCAS:

UCAS have a 'roadshow' visiting various places in the UK every year. These
are FREE events and you can book to attend and head to one to talk to lots
of universities, some apprenticeship providers, specialist colleges, etc. If
you book you will get a link that confirms your place - your parents/carers
can attend too. See: UCAS Discovery Events.

https://www.ucas.com/applying/before-you-apply/what-and-where-to-study/ucas-events/ucas-discovery-events
https://moodle.greenhead.ac.uk/login/index.php
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UCAS Deadline:

Mock Week:

The UCAS external deadline is 14 January 2026 at 6 pm. Please note that
while we will do our very best to support all students with their UCAS
applications, we cannot guarantee submission if an application is sent to
a tutor on this date. Students should speak directly to their tutor if they
have any concerns.

Mocks for our A2 students take place during the week commencing
Monday 26 January 2026. This is an important and valuable opportunity
for students to practise exam technique and apply current knowledge
under conditions that replicate external examinations. We wish all our
students the very best of luck!

Apprenticeships:

Please keep checking the apprenticeship channel on Teams
Apprenticeships | A2 Student Announcements | Microsoft Teams.  Lots of
new vacancies have recently been added.  

University mock interviews:

The University of Bradford will be in Careers on Tuesday 20 January to offer
university mock interviews. They will not be able to offer mocks in
Medicine, Dentistry or Vet Medicine, as they do not offer these specialist
courses. They can interview for allied healthcare courses and other
subjects. These are 20-minute pre bookable sessions with verbal feedback
at the end. Booking sheets are in the careers hub.  



Academic Skills Weekly Top Tips:
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Careers appointments:

Apprenticeship Fair 2026:
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Appointments with a Careers Adviser can be scheduled via Moodle by

accessing the following link: Careers Appointments.

Our annual Apprenticeship Fair will take place in the Hirst Main Hall on

Tuesday 10 February (12-2pm). All students are welcome to attend and

speak to various apprenticeship employers and training providers. Details

of which organisations are attending will be provided to students on

Teams in advance.

There are lots of other events taking place that week around the country as

it is National Apprenticeship Week. You may find the following link useful.

National Apprenticeship Week 2026, 9 - 15 February 2026

https://outlook.office365.com/book/CareersAppointments@greenhead.ac.uk/?ismsaljsauthenabled=true
https://naw.appawards.co.uk/events/map
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Term 2 Enrichment Enrolment:

A friendly reminder that Enrichment Enrolment goes live on Monday 12th

Jan from 11.10am to 12.00pm and again at 12.45pm that same day, when

more places will be released. It will then stay live until 9.00am on Friday

16th January.

All A1 students should be enrolled on one enrichment (unless agreed

otherwise). This could be a new activity or one you are continuing from last

term (full year enrichments). For this term only, enrichment will be

optional for A2 students, unless students have already committed to an

enrichment that is continuing from last term (full year enrichments). A2

students who wish to continue accessing enrichment activities can do so

and will be able to enrol as above.

Enrolment is on a ‘first come, first served’ basis. Only enrol on one activity.

To help you decide in advance of next week which one to enrol on, please

go to the Enrichment Moodle Page and take some time to explore the

options.

Term 2 enrichments will start w/c Monday 19th Jan and run until the end

of Term 2. There is no formal enrichment in Term 3.
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Enrichment Spotlight - Cross-Stitch Club:

Cross-stitch is a great creative skill that can aid relaxation in times of

stress, improve fine motor skills and build up resilience. This is an

excellent opportunity for students to learn a new skill and create their own

cross-stitch project! Students with cross-stitch experience are also

welcome and may continue with an existing project or start a new one.

Materials will be provided, all that is needed is a willingness to learn!
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Environmental Sustainability Enrichments:

Why not take a couple of hours out on a Wednesday afternoon or Thursday

lunchtime to do something worthwhile and different?

Boost your well-being, have fun and enhance your CV with the green skills

that employers seek. Join our exciting programme of sustainability-related

enrichment activities, sign up through Moodle during Enrichment

Enrolment week on the 12 January - 16 January 2026.



12 January: Enrichment Sign up week

13 January: EPQ Poster Showcase

14 January: Final UCAS Deadline

16 January: A1 subject monitoring for students with surnames A-K (A2

students and rest of A1 students work set to do from home).

19 January: 6 period day + enrichment starts

21 January: A1 tutor monitoring starts

23 January: A1 subject monitoring for students with surnames L-Z (A2

students and rest of A1 students work set to do from home).

26 January: A2 Mock Exam Week

2 February: INSET Day (College closed to students)

3 February: 6 period day

12 February: Charity Day

16 - 20 February: Half Term

26 February: A2 mock grades released to students (11am) + A2 tutor

monitoring starts

2 March: M+p week 2

9 March: 6 period day

12 March: 6 period day + A2 parents' evening

16 March: Neurodiversity Week

17 March: 6 period day + A2 parents' evening

23 March: A1 progress assessments

27 March: INSET Day (College closed to students)

30 March-10 April: Easter Break

13 April: INSET Day (College closed to students)

23 April: A1 progress assessment grades released to students (11am) + 6

period day

28 April: A1 tutor monitoring starts + A1 parents evening + 6 period day

4 May: Bank Holiday (College closed)

5 May: M+P week 3 + 6 period day

7 May: A1 parents' evening + 6 period day

11 May: Provisional start of external examinations

Key Dates:
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14 May: Last day of A2 teaching

25-29 May: Half Term

1 June: Bursary applications open for existing A1s

2 June: Al monitoring (A-K)

9 June: Al monitoring (L-Z)

18 June: 6 period day

22 June: Step Into Week

24 June: Last day of A2 external exams

30 June: Music department Summer Concert at 19.00

7 July: Culture Day + 6 Period Day

8 July: A1s last day of teaching

9 July: Year 11 Bridging day

10 July: College closes for Summer
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Best wishes,
Mo Bunter
Principal


